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CCNA is the usual starting point for all Cisco training. This will enable you to operate on maintaining and installing
routers and switches. The internet is made up of many routers, and big organisations who have different locations
need them to allow their networks of computers to communicate.

As routers are connected to networks, it's essential to have an understanding of how networks operate, or you will
have difficulties with the course and not be able to follow the work. Seek out a program that includes basic
networking skills (for example CompTIA) before you start the CCNA.

The appropriate skill-set and comprehension prior to starting your Cisco CCNA course skills is crucial. Therefore,
it's probably necessary to speak to an advisor who will know what you need.

Most commercial training providers only give basic 9am till 6pm support (maybe a little earlier or later on certain
days); It's rare to find someone who offers late evening or full weekend cover.

Be wary of any training providers that use 'out-of-hours' call-centres - where an advisor will call back during the
next ‘working' day. It's not a lot of help when you've got study issues and need help now.

We recommend looking for colleges that incorporate three or four individual support centres from around the
world. Every one of them needs to be seamlessly combined to provide a single interface as well as access
round-the-clock, when it suits you, with no fuss.

Never ever take second best when you're looking for the right support service. The vast majority of would-be IT
professionals that drop-out or fail, would have had a different experience if they'd got the right support package in
the first place.

The perhaps intimidating chore of securing your first IT job can be made easier by training colleges, through a Job
Placement Assistance facility. Because of the great skills shortage in the United Kingdom right now, it's not too
important to become overly impressed with this service however. It isn't so complicated as you might think to get a
job as long as you've got the necessary skills and qualifications.

CV and Interview advice and support may be available (alternatively, check out one of our sites for help). Ensure
you update that dusty old CV today - don't wait until you've finished your exams!

You might not even have got to the exam time when you will be offered your first junior support position; although
this can't and won't happen if your CV isn't in front of employers.

The top companies to help you find a job are most often independent and specialised local recruitment services.
Because they make their money when they've found you a job, they'll work that much harder to get a result.

Fundamentally, as long as you focus the same level of energy into securing your first job as into studying, you
won't find it too challenging. Some trainees strangely invest a great deal of time on their course materials and then
just stop once they've passed their exams and would appear to think that businesses will just discover them.

Doing your bit in revolutionary new technology gives you the best job satisfaction ever. You become one of a
team of people creating a future for us all.

Technology, computers and interaction through the web will dramatically change our lifestyles over future years;
to a vast degree.

The usual IT employee throughout Britain is likely to get much more money than equivalent professionals in much
of the rest of the economy. Typical wages are amongst the highest in the country.

Due to the technological sector increasing nationally and internationally, it's predictable that the need for certified
IT professionals will remain buoyant for decades to come.



Of course: a training course or an accreditation isn't what this is about; a job that you want is. Too many training
companies completely prioritise the piece of paper.

Don't be part of the group who choose a training program that seems ‘fun’ or 'interesting’ - only to end up with a
qualification for something they'll never enjoy.

Take time to understand what your attitude is towards career progression and earning potential, and how
ambitious you are. It's vital to know what will be expected of you, what particular accreditations will be required
and how to develop your experience.

Look for help from a skilled advisor that 'gets' the commercial realities of the area you're interested in, and who
can give you 'A day in the life of' understanding of what duties you'll be performing during your working week. It's
good sense to know if this change is right for you well before you commence your studies. There's really no
reason in beginning your training and then realise you've made a huge mistake.
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