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People taking online masters programs have plenty of challenges mustering the stamina to get through an
academic year. Besides their courses, they have to maintain a working computer and related hardware, a place to
study in comfort and make sure to get their courses and tests done in a timely and accurate manner. Yet
sometimes these virtual underclassmen also feel totally isolated because they are used to being surrounded by
fellow classmates going through the same pressures they are. Working for an on line college degree has all the
same pressures as one on campus.

Actually, they are far from alone. What they don't know is they are surrounded by fellow students and only have to
reach out. One way online schools provide this is to ensure these students have easy contact with their teachers.
Paradoxically, the teachers are reporting more contact with their online students than with their on-campus
counterparts.

There is a common bit of misinformation circulating that e-learners work in a virtual vacuum. That's hardly the
case. If anything, the volume of e-mail messages between online teachers and their students have been
measured to be as many as 5-6 per day. In addition, the students spend a considerable share of time on group
message boards and chat rooms with their classmates.

What's interesting is that the teachers actually don't mind the ton of e-mail. They even say they give these
students more feedback than the students who spend their time waiting patiently at the professor's office during
the latter's office hours.

In fact, many think this emphasis on virtual communication lets undergraduates be more productive than in a
crowded classroom. Teachers of various classes even found their students involved in virtual debate. Even more
ironic, the debaters could actually be sitting in the same building, even the same room, such as a shared public
library or office conference room.

The teachers are also getting some new and unusual benefits. A Montana university has a professor who claims
the online classes she headed over the past eight years had students in a dormitory on her campus and as far
away as Egypt in the same class at the same time.

Simply, an increasing population of e-students realize the distance learning phd use the same books, lectures,
notes and teachers as their physical classes. Further, thanks to social networks like Facebook, more students are
starting to prefer online education. It's part of their modern lifestyle, particularly the working student who must
schedule around a job or even two, and those who attend to families.

The teachers are also getting some unique benefits. One, who meets with his students only online, doesn't live
remotely anywhere near his campus at all. Among the faculty of that college in Montana is an educator who
conducts his classes while doing research in New York City. A third teacher made headlines because he was
actually stationed in the Middle East but still able to conduct classes like they were anywhere but in a war zone.
Due to the still developing capabilities of online education, the way one gets a degree is changing considerably.
No doubt there will be more interesting reports coming as students and teachers find more of these kinds of
benefits.

An online degree course fits the time, lifestyle, and work commitments of students of all ages. For those
just starting out, associate degree programs are the first step in the educational ladder. Where one goes from
there is as far as the student wants to.
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