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If you were to get a recently retired soldier to talk about their wartime experience in the Mideast, most will
tell you active duty is made up of intolerable boredom spiked by a few minutes of absolute terror. There's
nothing one can do about the horror of war, but the soldiers found one particularly constructive way to
handle the boredom. They invest in online diploma.

True, service members are sent to Paris Island or Annapolis to get their fair share of training before they enter
active duty. Still, learning how to shoot a gun, pilot a jet or swab a deck aren't necessarily skills transferable to life
in the civilian world. Then again, civilians usually aren't ambushed or watching out for IED's. So, the armed
services have no problem with their non-comms and officers taking extra courses off duty. In fact, the brass will
often pay for it.

Even so, many soldiers struggle with civilian life after they leave. They find difficulty managing their lives in the
civilian world. Consequently, many former service members enroll in a college degree program. It helps them find
a balance between structure and independence.

Another benefit deployed soldiers get from taking classes is they maintain a sense of connection to the outside
world through their courses. They communicate with civilians in study groups and teachers. They stay involved
with society, minimizing the transition and isolation they must endure when they return home.

One direct advantage of taking online courses on duty is they are easily applicable to a stateside military
education benefits. In fact, soldiers have an advantage. They've built up a bank of easily transferable credits. This
gives them a major edge when compared to a high school student. Also, as they are familiarized with the
education process, going for a degree ends up happening faster.

One of the basics of online degree programs is enabling students to schedule their coursework around their other
responsibilities. This is ideal for the military. Because these courses of study can be completed at any time from
any place with an Internet connection, soldiers who pursue these degrees will not have to worry they will neglect
their responsibilities, service or otherwise.

There's also one intangible benefit for these soldiers. That they performed their military service while taking their
online courses and their assignments looks especially good to civilian recruiters. These individuals can easily
prove to potential employers they are able to multi-task without sacrificing the quality of their work. Additionally,
military students are more likely to apply the same work ethic in the civilian world, including a new career.

Finally, there are the education benefits available for these online degree programs. The armed services
usually pay for e-learning. They also have programs like DANTES, which provides academic credits for
military training. Military degrees via online military colleges combine to create valuable members of civilian
society.
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