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If a high school student is planning on going to college, it's always good idea to gather as many award and
accommodations as he or she can. This includes any honor societies. After all, the key reason one gets into Phi
Beta Kappa is overall academic excellence. Still, one has to be careful about which societies one lists both when
attending on campus schools and schools online.

As it happens, there are a number of groups that are societies in name only. Many fraternities and sororities
are nothing more than private clubs in disguise. They have nothing to do with academic excellence. If that
isn't enough, there are less scrupulous operations out there that basically are out there to collect a check as
"dues" and have absolutely no real value. Both types have done a lot to lessen the real societies' purpose. If
you need more information about online schoals, look on the internet.

Honor societies started forming back in the 19th Century as a way to recognize scholastic brilliance. This doesn't
mean a student can just flash his or her report card and gain admittance. They have a number of tough rules
about admittance. Yes, the student should have an average of 3.2 to 3.3 or better. They also demand an
exceptional personal record among other qualifications, which each society will gladly admit to.

What's truly important about this is they are merit-based and extremely exclusive. At the same time they are not
discriminatory. They are supposed to represent the top 5% of their chosen field. They cannot deny entrance due
to race, religion or gender. They are about personal excellence.

The legitimate societies have developed a simple way to counter this issue. They have formed master societies to
differentiate themselves from the frauds. One is the Association of College Honor Societies, which is responsible
for college-based societies. The second is the National Honor Society, which is responsible for secondary school
societies. If someone approaches you who isn't listed in their directory, they are not what they claim to be.

The advantage of belonging to one of these groups is twofold. First and foremost, many of these

societies have scholarship programs. Depending on the specialty - which can be anything from math to

knowing another language to exceptional citizenship - a high school grad can get anywhere from $100

to $12,000 toward college. There is an abundance of information about accredited online universities on the web.

The other advantage is connections. Honor societies can have some very heavy sponsors, ranging from banks
such as Sun Trust to professional societies. These in turn can give you access to other scholarship sources. The
other kind of connection is more of the old school ties, which can come in very handy when one is graduating
college and starting to look for a job.

Most important of all, an honor society is a gateway towards belonging to a membership of fellow
scholars as they attend schools on campus and accredited online programs. They have accepted you as
one of them and that's a sense of belonging that can pay off lifelong dividends from the first day of
school all the way through to traditional and university programs online.
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