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Some people work 40, 50, or even 60 hours a week to just keep a roof over their heads and food on the table.
With those kinds of hours, people who might want to go to school may never have a chance, especially if they
have to work a minimum-wage job. The cost of an education may be completely out of reach for them, particularly
since education costs keep rising, with no end in sight. In fact, according to the College Board, last year it cost
6.5% more to go to school than the year before. People may need financial aid to get back to school.

Although inflation may be causing some people's pocketbooks to take a beating, that doesn't mean
there's no hope for going to school. Whether or not a student wants to attend an online college or a
traditional university, there's help available to defray the cost. There is more than $168 billion dollars out
there for students to use to help cover the cost of tuition, fees, book, and even living expenses. Most
people don't know that about two-thirds of all students get help of some kind or another in the form of
grants or scholarships. If you need more information about graduate school, look on the internet.

Even if you have to work many hours during the week, you can easily apply for financial aid in your down time,
because most grants or scholarships can be applied for online. Organizations need to look at your basis of need,
and often the first thing they want to see is a FAFSA. That's the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. You can
fill out and complete the entire application online. Many organizations use your FAFSA to discover whether or not
you are eligible for grants or scholarships, but you only need to fill it out once per academic year.

Students who decide to go to school online are just as eligible for financial aid as students who go to a traditional
university. The average financial aid benefit of $5,400 for a four year program at a public school can really help to
cover costs. However, it's much harder to get financial aid at an online school that is not accredited. The fact that
many brick-and-mortar universities now offer online degrees can eliminate a lot of the worry about whether your
school is accredited or not.

Once you're decided on your school and the type of degree you'll be seeking, you will need to make an estimate
of how much financial aid you will need. Once you have an idea of your expenses, you can work towards finding
financial aid. It's a good idea to be creative; you needn't look only at the financial aid offered through your school's
financial aid office. There are hundreds of grants and scholarships available online. Many of them are
administered by the federal and state government.

Another place to keep in mind when looking for financial aid is your place of employment. Many
companies recognize the benefits of having an educated work force. Another avenue to research is
the charitable organizations in your community that fund grants and scholarships to local students.
There is an abundance of information about scholarships and grants on the web.

There are also organizations that may not be large corporations, but smaller entities that have less money to give
out. Don't pass these by just because the award is smaller. Perhaps they only give out the grant or scholarship
once a year, or even semi-annually. If the organization gives out financial aid and you are eligible for it, don't
hesitate to apply.

Remembering to keep your options open and think about online school open may be the best thing you
can do for yourself. Even with the assistance of your financial aid office, don't forget there are hundreds of
other student loans opportunities that you can search for online in your free time.
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