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Today, trying to get ahead in the business world is a fact of life. With the economy still struggling to recover from
the events of the last two years, many people know that in order to get a well-paying and challenging job, more
than just a willingness to show up and get to work is required. An education may be just the leg up that workers
need to either get that dream job or to get to the next level in their career.

For some workers, school might be a continuation of something they've already started. Maybe going back
for a master's degree might be what they need to get that promotion. Or perhaps a worker has never been
to college and wants to start a new profession, or just wants to gain new technical proficiency in their field.
Whatever the reason, school can be a costly endeavor. Getting help to pay for school may be the best
course of action if funds aren't readily available. There are many financial aid opportunities for students,
including grants and scholarships. How to get it? Easy. Start by completing a FAFSA. If you need more
information about online scholarships, look on the internet.

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is an application that is available to all U.S. citizens, U.S.
nationals, and even some eligible non-citizens, to start the qualification process for need-based financial aid. The
program is run by the U.S. Department of Education, and the application is available for free, online. The
information on the FAFSA form helps the Department of Education to determine which students are eligible for
financial assistance. There are literally hundreds of FAFSA scholarship opportunities available for applicants.

Some of the scholarship opportunities that are available include the Pell Grant, which is a grant program that is
run by the U.S. Department of Education. A grant is a type of financial aid that does not need to be repaid and can
be applied to educational expenses such as tuition, fees, and books. Another form of financial aid that is available
to students through the FAFSA application is the Federal Work Study (FWS) program. This program allows
qualifying students to work in jobs at institutions like universities and colleges that are funded by the FWS. The
FWS program ensures that students who have a financial need for tuition assistance can get a job to help pay for
their educational expenses.

Since the FAFSA collects information regarding a student's family income and assets, most other institutions and
private organizations that offer grants and scholarships use it to determine which students are eligible to receive
those grants and scholarships. For example, many colleges and universities offer institutional grants that can help
a student cover costs that a family can't. Some of these grants may be based on a student's particular area of
study, such as engineering or teaching, to help ensure that more students enter these critical fields. Some other
types of institutional grants are known as merit scholarships, and are usually based on a student's prior academic
achievement. A merit scholarship may or may not take into account a student's financial need.

However, FAFSA applicants should be sure to research all areas of scholarship opportunity. There are
federally-funded grant programs that relate to many areas of academic study. For example the National
Science and Mathematics Access to Retain Talent Grant (National SMART Grant) is intended to assist
students who are majoring in many fields of mathematics and the sciences and are in their third and fourth
year of an undergraduate program (or the last year of a five-year program). The National SMART grant
can be awarded to students who have also been awarded the Pell Grant, and who have a minimum of a
3.0 GPA. There is an abundance of information about college grants and scholarships on the web.

No matter whether a student is applying for a private grant or scholarship or one that is awarded by a government
entity, the FAFSA is the first step. By applying for more than one type of financial aid, a student's chances of
receiving help can be greatly increased. Combining awards can turn the struggle of paying for an education out of
pocket into an easily accomplished goal.

Whether improving technical skills or working towards a master's degree, working to increase professional
knowledge through an online college will help students stay ahead in a difficult economy. Being aware
of FAFSA scholarship opportunities can help aspiring scholars work towards their educational goals.
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