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Companies are finding the Internet is the fastest and easiest way to reach a large number of consumers.
Businesses are using the web for more than just email. They are communicating with potential customers,
advertising products and selling items, all over the Internet. Consequently, people who have the computer skills
needed to operate the software these businesses use have an advantage over others looking for a job.

When Facebook and other social network sites first hit the web, many businesses looked at them as a
distraction for employees and did not encourage workers to use them. Now many of the same businesses
are looking to social media to promote their company. College and universities recognize the trend and
actually offer classes that focus on using social network sites. The students learn how to use social media
websites like Facebook to target customers. If you need more information about schools online, look on the
internet.

Most companies can benefit from using social media to promote their business. For example, a fashion
merchandiser could use Twitter to post the most popular blouse style of the summer. This post attracts attention
and possibly creates online conversation among fashion conscious subscribers. The post may also encourage
people who view it to pass on the information to their social network contacts. All this chatter about one post may
generate customers for the store. It's a smart and cheap way to advertise.

Online courses require students get comfortable with web programs. Online colleges use the Internet to download
lectures, complete assignment and exams and contact their professors. For example the program, Blackboard,
allows students to access their grades, class information and assignments.

Many of these web skills can be used in the workplace. For example, an online college graduate may be able to
set up a web-based meeting or seminar. They may even be able to complete a project using a virtual format. The
online student will find the skills they utilized during their college classes have made them valuable in the
technology-focused work place.

Graduates who have these skills will be ahead of the curve, as many companies are just beginning to
move their business practices onto the Internet. Companies can use cloud computing and social media
in daily operations. Cloud computing covers anything that involves a hosted service over the Internet.
For example, a company can purchase a program that allows them to hold a web-based sales meeting.
Their sales team can be scattered all over the country and still get together online. There is an
abundance of information about accredited online courses university on the web.

In that vein, professionals who are looking to stay competitive may want to consider enrolling in online courses
that can help them acquire these skills. Because many web-based classes enable students to complete their
coursework on their own time, they may be ideal for individuals who are looking to stay competitive with highly
qualified college graduates. In addition to enhancing their qualifications, these students will be able to ensure they
do not stunt their professional growth.

Online education is teaching students how to use these programs in their future professions. For those who
are not already utilizing the Internet, taking online course programs is one way to gain the skills you need to find a
job or keep the one you have.
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