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The original story of who invented the sash window and what is its origins can easily be traced to a man named
Robert Hooke, who designed the first sash window in the mid 16-th century. Some people believe that the original
sash window first appeared in France and that its design travelled to Britain via Holland.

It is there that the design was made popular by Robert Hooke and adopted by the British nation as a stylish
addition to their homes. It was Robert Hooke who assisted in the survey following the devastating Great Fire of
London in 1666 and he who designed the first sash windows in Britain.

The original design was somewhat different to the ones we know today and over time these windows slowly
evolved with the needs of the day. Two panels each held six panes of glass and with the increased weight a sash
cold and pulley system, designed to be contained within the frame itself, came into being. The top panel was
movable while the bottom one remained fixed in the frame.

The cords and pulley system were hidden within the frame, making for an attractive yet functional system that
allowed for easy opening of the upper panel. The ability to open the window meant that good air circulation was
present in the room and the multiple panels allowed for natural light to stream into the room during the daylight
hours.

This was a particularly innovative addition to the design as it allowed for fresh air to circulate, drawing cool air out
in the winter months without the chance of it raining into the room. In the summer months hot air could escape the
room while drawing in cool air thanks to the flow. The frame is traditionally made from hardwood and requires
hand manufacture due to the nature of its overall design.

A famous depiction of this style of window can be seen in the 1658 painting by Johannes Vermeer, titled the
Milkmaid. The earliest known example of a traditional sash window can be viewed in London's historic Ham
House, which sports examples dated to this period in history.

Sadly, the recession and the onset of the First World War and the industrialization process meant that this
expensive and slow to manufacture type of window lost popularity. They were expensive to manufacture due to
the materials needed and soon other more easily and cheaply made frames became more popular. The sash
window is still a classic way to beautify the exterior of any home and it is unique thanks to its unique sash weight
system.

A sash window company London will help you to have an attractive exterior for your home. Contact the
experts for sash window refurbishment London area.
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