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Though the cost of higher education is prohibitive, nothing can replace a college degree when it comes to career
opportunities and the potential to earn a large income. In fact, people are increasingly enrolling in graduate
studies as a means of achieving their career dreams when a Bachelor's degree is not enough. For those
experiencing financial difficulties, there are many sources of funding to help worthy students attain the degrees
they aspire to.

There is an availability of financial aid at most institutions of higher learning, though this aid may be limited.

Many schools provide funding to entice gifted students who can prove their academic worth. In order to be
competitive for a scholarship or fellowship, applicants must be outstanding in every sense. A high GPA,

excellent GRE scores, involvement in extracurricular activities or internships, and other distinguishing

attributes are often necessary to be considered for direct funding from the graduate program itself.

Graduate programs recognize that gifted applicants may be experiencing financial worries, and they will

help to the extent of their resources, which may be scarce. See what else you can learn about online scholarships
and you will see why it is so important.

Often a graduate program will offer Teacher Assistantships or Research Aid positions, which generally come with
free tuition, a yearly monetary stipend, and even health insurance. In addition to the financial benefits, these paid
faculty positions are excellent opportunities to learn the ropes of teaching, as well as to gain valuable work
experience.

Many federal sources of federal funding exist to help students finance their costly graduate studies. Federal aid
should be a student's first resource after exhausting scholarships and their personal financial resources. Federal
Work-Study grants provide on-campus jobs for students, which usually pay higher than the unskilled jobs a
student would otherwise resort to. These grants are need-based, and students can only earn as much as their
federal award permits.

In cases of extreme financial need, Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants are awarded
in limited amounts. Students can receive 100 dollars per year to 4,000 dollars per year, depending on
their financial situations. These grants do not have to be repaid. Don't stop reading here, there is much
more to be learned about Education Connection Online.

For those who do not qualify for federal grants, Federal Perkins Loans provide over five thousand dollars for each
year of graduate study. These loans must be paid back, with a generally low interest rate. Borrowers are allowed
a grace period of 9 months after graduation before they must begin repaying their loans.

Most students don't realize the number of scholarships available to them. Each year, countless foundations,
organizations, and private individuals award millions of dollars to qualified students. It is a good idea to do some
research on scholarship opportunities. Many undergraduate financial aid offices can offer information, and there
are many online databases devoted to scholarships. Often, there are very specific criteria for a particular
scholarship, such as ethnicity or a specific talent, but there is an abundance of opportunities available to those
who look.

Funding an online course program can seem difficult, but students should know that many sources of

help are available to them. If a student is dedicated, persistent, and academically qualified, graduate
studies should be well within reach. For more on affordable education, check out the Education Connection
website.
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